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(Efiuat, et toto difconvenct ordine vite. Hor, 
Sull floating with the tide, his plans are never fixt, 
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Mr. Country SPECTATOR, 


| Your readinefs to publifh the former 
part of the hiftory of Mutadilis has afforded him fuf- 
ficient inducement to refume the thread of his nar- 
rative. 


Tue Curacy, which | was deftined to ferve, was 
that of a large village in the county of Worcefter. 
After having fettled all preliminaries with the Rec- 
tor and having been ordained at E/y, in April 1779 
I took leave of the Univerfity and proceeded to my 
Parifh. The pangs of feparation from my favorite 
habits of life were fharpened by being contrafted 
with the fcene before me: for whatever fchemes of 
happinefs my imagination had devifed for the ap- 
proaching period, the pleafures of elegant fociety 
cayld nog regfonably be placed in that number. My 
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Rector, indeed, had the reputation of confiderable 
jearning, added to exemplary virtues; but as he 
generally refided on another living, I could not hope 
to derive great advantages from his acquaintance. 


On my arrival at the village, I was directed toa 
Karm-houfe, which from time immemorial had 
been the habitation of the Curates. The treatment 
T recerved, was fuch as has been honoured with a 
memorial from a far greater Apoftle than myfelf ; 
for with him J may truly fay “the barbarous people 
“ fhewed me no little kindnefs.’””» My Parifhioners 
were honeft, hofpitable, gaping ruftics, who while 
they were unacquainted with the arts of good-breed- 
ing and refimement, had not vitiated their inter- 
courfe with fafhionable hypocrify, or. deftroyed the 
efficacy of language by the introduction of polite 
falfhood. For fome days I was almoft overwhelmed 
by an inundation of civilities ; which, however they 
merited my gratitude and conciliated my affection, 
were {till little calculated to promote my happinefs, 
or to make me pleafed with my fituation. I had 
lately been accuftomed to the fociety of the learned, 
the polifhed and the gay ; but had never heard the 
clamours of ruftic mefriment, or been accofted with 
the rudenefs of boifterous falutation. It was not, 
therefore, to be wondered at, if I often difgufted 
my hofts by the ferenity of a countenance, which 
ought to have been diftorted with laughter, or if I 
paffed for a dull, infipid fort of gueft, as I never 
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was obferved to be exhilarated with Ale. I foon 
found that comparifons were made between myfelf 
and the former Curate, not at all favorable to his 
fucceifor ; and it became fufficiently plain, that lit- 
tle as I was entertained with the converfation of my 
flock, their were {till lefs delighted with the man- 
ners of their Paftor. This they at length evinced by 
conftantly neglecting to invite me to their Fa/ls, and 
fometimes forgetting me even at their Cbrifen- 


(ngs. 


To want the power of pleafing thofe, who cannot 
impart pleafure in return, is a f{pecies of mortifica- 
tion eafily foftened by pride. Tho’ I was defirous 
of acquiring praife, where praife would have been 
fincere, I was foon reconciled to the negJect into 
which I had fallen, and determined to feek happi- 
nefs in folitary ftudy. But what purfuit of man 
does not forcibly remind him, that he was formed 
for Society ? Even he, who devotes his leifure fo 
folitary ftudy, and rejoices in his fecurity from in- 
trufion, {till looks round him for fome one of fimi- 
lar habits with himfelf, to whom he may impart his 
favorite ideas “warm from the brain.”” With 
fuch a friend was I bleft at the Univerfity, and with 
him I ftill correfpond; yet epiftolary correfpond- 
ence, however well it may anfwer commercial pur- 
pofes, where information alone is required, is, in 
an intercourfe of literary friendfhip, a very inade- 
quate fubftitute for converfation; it cannot coms 
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municate the inftantaneous emotions of fympathy, 
or exprefs the tones of poetic rapture. 


But my fituation was rendered ftill more com- 
fortlefs, than it otherwife would have been, bya 
dearth of books: for tho’ at College I had collected 
as many volumes, as my income would allow, mj 
library was too {mall to enable me to profecute any 
important undertaking. It was vain to expect af- 
affiftance from libraries in the neighbourhood : as I 
believe, that except bymyfelf and by the Vicar of an 
adjacent Parifh, who had a clofet laden with a cargo 
of Theology, twenty volumes could not have been 
produced within twenty miles of my refidence. 


In this folitude I remained eighteen months. At 
length I determined to quit it; when fome friends 
invited me to Town with a view of procuring me an 
appointment to a vacant Lecturer-fhip in the City. 
The profpect of a fettlement in London prefented to 
my imagination every thing which I wifhed. I fore- 
faw that it would give me accefs to valuable libraries 
and open to my mind all the fountains of know- 
ledge. Accordingly, | accepted the propofal of my 
friends, and bade adieu to my Parifhioners on the 
banks of the Severn. 


Some of your Readers, Mr. Country SpecTaATorR, 
tay not be acquainted with the duties and fituation 
efa Lefumer. He may, then, be defined to be «A 
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« Penfionary Parfon, who is chofen by the votes of 
“ the Houfe-keepers of a Parifh, and is dependent 
** upon their generofity and his own fervility tor his 
“ daily fubfiftence.”” The candidates at the prefent 
vacancy were four: cach of whom, in turn, was 
directed to preach a Probationary Sermon, tnat the 
Electors might be able to decide, which of us was 
the moft deferving man in point of voice, figure and 
addrefs, and the other qualifications of a worthy 
Clergyman. It was evident from the beginning of 
the conteft that the fuccefsful candidate, whoever 
he might be, would fuceed by a {mall majority : the 
greater number of the Parifhioners had promifed 
their votes, and were exerting all their intereft in 
behalf of their refpective candidates : a few, how- 
ever, preferved a ftrict neutrality, and were to be 
preached into preference. Of thefe I gained over the 
greater part, not by my own merits, but by the de- 
fects of my competitors ; the firft of whom was ug- 
lier than Ca/iban; the fecond detained his auditors 
fifty-five minutes in the cold ; and the third, either 
by defign or from ignorance, was woefully hete- 
rodox. I was duly elected by a majority of feven- 
teen votes; the whole number confifting of four 
hundred and twenty one, which were otherwife al- 


moft equally diftributed. 


Soon, however, was I convinced, that I had 
gained little by my victory. The collection annually 
made for my predeceffor, who had the good fortune 
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to be chofen without oppofition, had amounted to 
upwards of ninety pounds; but as I had been 
elected by a fort of parochial fadion, {carcely exceed- 
ing the fourth part of the inhabitants, 1 found my- 
felf in the receipt of lefs than half that fum, a 
fum which fell fhort of the emolument of my Cu- 
racy ; tho’ my expences, by living in Town, were 
confiderably augmented. My Curacy, however, 
was loft: and with it | loft the friend, who had pa- 
tronized me at College. As I had omitted to con- 
fult him about my removal, till it was already too 
late, he never afterwards regarded me with warmth 
or tendernefs, but confidered me as a young manof 
unfettled choice and fluctuating defires, whom it was 
difficult to ferve, and who ought tobe left to his fate. 


Bor my Lecturer-fhip grew continually lefs and 
iefs lucrative ; for even of thofe, who had voted in 
my favor, fone had been alienated by my aver- 
fion to cringing, and gradually reduced their quota’s 
of my penjion: finding, therefore, that I fhould 
fhortly be ftarved into a rejignation of my office, I 
determined to retire honourably ; and, at the ex- 
piration of two years, reftored to the Parifhioneré 
their full powers of eledicucering. 


Tuus was I once more adrift in the world: when 
T received a letter from a friend in Cambridge, pro- 
poling to me the appointment of a Travelling Tue 
tor. Had Fortune employed whole years in an en- 
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deavour to gratify my wifhes, the could not have 
been more fuccefsful ; unlefs, indeed, ihe had of- 
fered me advantages, which would be permanent. 
My pupil was the fon of a Gentleman in Chefdire, 
who had formerly been of the College of which my 
Correfpondent was a fellow. I intlantly repaired 
to Cambridge to be introduced to my employer ; 
who after having agreed to pay me a liberal ftipend 
for my future fervices to his fon, and traced upon a 
map the route he wifhed us to purfue, difmified us on 
our tour. [It is not neceffary to trouble you with 
the particulars of our expedition, or to enter into 
a detail of the natural and artificial beauties, which 
may be met with in Swifzer/and and Italy. Suffice 
it to obferve, that we were three years abfent from 
England; that my Pupil, a youth with many excel- 
lent qualities, was an example of the effects of inju- 
dicious education ; and that I could rarely divert his 
attention from gaiety and amufements to the invef- 
tigation of antiquity and contemplation on claflic 
fcenes. On our return, however, his father exprefs- 
ed his warmeft approbation of my fervices, and I 
have no doubt, had he poffefled Borough-intereft, or 
any of the avenues to Church Preferment, he would 
have been happy to have rewarded me with a living. 


** 


Hirnerro, amidft all my inconveniences, I had 
never been difgufted with drudgery ; but had en- 
joyed the ofia facra Camenis, \eifure facred to the 
Mufes, and had projected many literary undertak- 
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ings, which my want of perfeverance conftantly 
rendered abortive. The fcenc, however, was about 
to change ; but fince from this period commences a 
new feries of events, I fhall referve the conclufion of 
my hiftory fora future letter. 
Lincolnfbire. Yr. conftant.Reader, 
Feb. 1793- Miutabilis. 
S. 


NorTIce 18 HEREBY GIVEN, that if any Lady or Gen- 
tleman refident within the diftri€t, thro’ which this Paper is 
circulated, is confcious of being addicted to any particular 
vice, folly or foible, fhe or he is requefted to fend an imme- 
diate account thereof to the Printer of the faid Paper, to the 
end that the Editor of the fame may not umwittingly offend, 
by holding up fuch vice, folly or foible to public cenfure. 


To Correfpondents. 


Wit great deference and refpe&t the C. S.informs CaLorui- 


aus, that his Paper is not acceptable, chiefly for the reafons al- 
fedged in the conclufion of N°. 17. 


H. H. fhould not have employed nearly three pages in telling 
the C. S. how much he defpifes him, The language of contempt 
is brief. , 

Brrore W. G. can * commence his lizverary carreer in the 


** good company of the C. S.”’ he muft learn the moft noble 
{cience of Orthography. 


Tue C.S. humbly conceives, that he is not bound by any tie 
whatever, to publifh the Note of A Proressor or Music. 
Paper-cembats are a fort of duels, in which, as the combatants 
doad with wadding, full fatisfaction can never be obtained. Would 
it not, therefore, be equally agreeable to the parties, as it would 


be more agreeable to their Readers, that the affair fhould end, now 
gach of the gentlemen has had his fre.? . 


*.* Other anfwers are delayed for want of room. 





